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SUMMARY

If TV receIvers were the size of wristwatches or CDs,

then consumer electronics manufacturers would be as concerned

with theft as cable is with theft of its services. The

conditional access technologies recommended by the consumer

electronics manufacturers will aggravate cable piracy -- which is

already equivalent to about 25% of industry revenue. Broadband

descrambling, which EIA and several consumer electronics

manufacturers recommend, is not even a commercial product, and in

design it relies upon a security measure which present pirate

boxes easily defeat. Traps are readily defeated, and create an

inflexible architecture which require customers to stay home in

order to change services and require operators physically to

reconfigure traps at every location to rearrange channels or

introduce new services. Interdiction adds an incremental cost of

$300-$400 per subscriber, plus increased power consumption and

outages. These technologies also fail to accommodate two-way

transactional services.

Scrambling is not a perfect solution, but it can be

tailored to selected markets where piracy rates require it; is

limited to the channels which must be given the greatest

protection; and can be periodically upgraded in the dynamic

battle against innovations in piracy. A universal scrambling

system, particularly one internalized in the TV receiver, cannot

be so tailored or upgraded.
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Quite apart from accommodating scrambling and

transational services, cable converters prolong the life of older

TV receivers, allowing even the most rudimentary click-dial set

to receive a vastly expanded number of channels; to enjoy

superior tuning; to prevent direct pickup interference; and to

obtain convenient premium upgrades and impulse pay-per-view

ordering capabilities. New features include sophisticated

electronic program guides and electronic messaging. That is why

Continental's customers continue to demand converters even when

systems do not employ scrambling.

In balancing the benefits of scrambling against

presumed losses in TV functionalities, the Commission should know

that relatively few customers suffer the problems colloquially

attributed to converters and converter/descramblers. A recent

survey conducted by Walker Research for Continental demonstrates

that few customers have TV sets with picture-in-picture features

and fewer still experience problems with them. One-fifth report

some problem in recording one program while watching another, but

such problems are five times more likely to be caused by improper

VCR/TV installation and operation than can be attributed to

scrambling. The most frequent consumer problem is with

time-delayed taping, but our survey found no correlation of this

problem with scrambling. Consumers themselves report being

overwhelmed by the complexities of the VCR timer, not scrambling.

In fashioning solutions, the Commission must not impose massive

disruption and costs on the overwhelming majority of customers

who have no problem with scrambling.

i i



The proposals by EIA and the manufacturers of consumer

electronics are a recipe for their own artificial trade

advantage. They do not universally provide the functionalities

they claim are essential, and resist any regulatory obligations

to do so. Instead, they ask that the cable industry re-engineer

its entire plant to meet any feature which one manufacturer

happens to place on only one model in only one model year. They

also ask for restrictions so that Sony remotes could operate

Scientific Atlanta or Zenith boxes, but Scientific Atlanta

remotes could not operate Sony equipment.

Specific solutions are to require manufacturers to make

all cable-capable receivers compatible with EIA563 (or an

upgraded version of the standard), which will lead lower-cost

back-of-set descramblers. Consumer electronics manufacturers and

retailers should be obligated to conduct consumer education

programs comparable to the cable industry. For the majority of

consumers who choose to retain their older sets, cable operators

will make converters and converter/descramblers available, along

with dual output converters, smart remotes and time switches

which eliminate or mitigate the negative effect of scrambling.

These steps will preserve the ability of both industries to

innovate, assign costs to the self-selected households with the

relatively rare need for specialized functions, and avoid forcing

cable operators to saddle less affluent customers with the costs

of a complete infrastructure retrofit from which all of cable's

competitors are exempt.

iii
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continental Cablevision, Inc. submits these Reply Comments

on the equipment compatibility inquiry the Commission has

commenced in this proceeding.

I. SCRAMBLING MUST BE PRESERVED AS A CONDITIONAL
ACCESS OPTION

A. Scrambling Is Necessary To Control Rampant
Theft of Service Which Is Driving Up Prices
and Jeopardizing Cable programming

Scrambling is not a conditional access technology adopted

merely for the convenience and benefit of the cable industry.

Scrambling is employed to reduce cable theft. Theft of service

is a problem of massive dimension that affects programmers, cable

operators and cable consumers. In 1991 alone, theft of service

consumed $5 billion of potential basic and pay television

revenues annually--the equivalent of 25% of industry revenue

without even accounting for the lost pay-per-view revenues See

Attachment 1. Cable customers already pay a "theft" premium,
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much as honest citizens pay for tax evaders. In the long run, as

with all intellectual property, cable programming must be

protected from theft or the programming will not be offered on

cable or will be offered only with restrictions on release dates

and availability.

B. The Conditional Access Technologies
Preferred By Consumer Electronics
Manufacturers Cannot Be Economically
or Efficiently Applied on A Universal Basis

Consumer electronics manufacturers pay lip service to the

need for effective anti-theft measures, but their own business

experience and incentives belie a genuine interest in protecting

programming. Consumer electronics manufacturers resisted DAT

royalties and pushed for unlimited DAT imports. We submit that

if TV receivers were the size of wristwatches or CD's, the

manufacturers would be as concerned with the problem of theft as

cable is concerned with theft of service. In lieu of that

experience, they offer solutions that would defeat the security

infrastructure which is crucial to protecting cable programming

and the future of cable release windows.

(1) Broadband Descramblinq

One of their proposed "solutions," broadband descrambling,

has three major limitations. First, far from being available for

commercial applications, the supposed broadband descrambler is

only a breadboard in a vise in a lab. It is not a product. If

the consumer electronics manufacturers are confident of broadband

descrambling's ability to economically provide security in the

field, they should invest in it and market the product in
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competition with Scientific Atlanta and Zenith, neither of whom

have been able to develop such a product after years of research.

Second, assuming that it could be made to work, the price of

broadband descrambling is unknown, making cost comparisons with

other access techniques impossible. Third, it is a poor security

measure: it can only decrypt basic sync suppression, which is a

first-generation security measure that present pirate boxes

easily defeat, a technology which the cable industry has already

surpassed for current security applications.

(2) Traps

Traps offer still worse security features. Negative traps

are easily defeated, and because the underlying signal is

transmitted "in the clear," both basic and premium services can

be tapped into with relative ease. Both positive and negative

traps are inflexible: they serve only a one-way (downstream)

architecture and require physical service calls to

authorizejdeauthorize service (thus defeating customer

convenience and impulse ordering) and must be physically

reconfigured at every location in order to rearrange channels,

add product, and make similar changes in service. Traps also

introduce signal degradation.

(3) Interdiction

Interdiction is extremely expensive. It must be installed

in every home, regardless of the particular channels subscribed

to. Although there are potential applications in selected

markets, Attachment 2 demonstrates that in real-world deployment,
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given the actual subscription levels to cable and to premium

services, deploying interdiction would impose an incremental $500

million capital expense on continental alone, without even

accounting for increased power consumption and outages. Like

traps, interdiction is a one-way technology preventing consumers

from benefiting from two-way transactional services.

C. Scrambling Allows Cable Operators To
Tailor Security In Specific Markets
And Routinely Upgrade Security To
Fight Innovation in piracy

Continental has never regarded scrambling as a perfect

solution to security, and in fact deploys it only on an as needed

basis. In those markets where other security measures like traps

are adequate due to relatively low levels of theft of service, we

use traps. But in markets where scrambling is needed to deter

piracy, scrambling is the most cost effective technique, and

provides a level of flexibility unmatched by any other

conditional access technology.

Anti-piracy measures must be dynamic, for as soon as one

technique is deployed, a massive, underground industry, already

penetrated by organized crime, devotes significant R&D to

cracking the system. Cable then must upgrade its security,

moving from sync suppression to video inversion to tri-mode and

other dynamic scrambling techniques. At present, an operator may

make a discrete judgment that security in a particular market has

been compromised, and must be upgraded. The scrambling system

can then be inexpensively reconfigured at the headend if

necessary and converters reprogrammed, upgraded or replaced. A
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universal scrambling system, internalized in the TV receivers,

would be impossible to upgrade in any meaningful way. In a

nationwide scrambling scheme, by what standard may the industry

jUdge compromised security? For example, even after conversion

to VC2 Plus, the horne satellite dish (HSD) industry still faces a

discrepancy of 3 million more receivers shipped than the 1

million receivers authorized. Must cable operators in every

market await the same theft ratio before upgrading security

nationwide? And once the decision is made to upgrade, how can an

operator access the TV receivers which it does not own to change

the security system hardware? And in the meantime, is the

operator supposed to transmit in two scrambled formats to

accommodate those customers who have not replaced their TV

receivers with new receivers internalizing the updated decryption

standard? A uniform nationwide scrambling standard, particularly

one internalized into TV receivers, will defeat the ability of

cable to secure the very product which is the essence of its

entertainment service.

II. CABLE CONVERTERS OFFER SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES
IN PRESERVING AND ENHANCING CONSUMER INVESTMENTS

The Commission should not fall prey to the propaganda that

consumer electronics manufacturers are the sole source of

innovation, who are being frustrated by cable operators pursuing

their parochial interests in signal security. The cable

converter has been and continues to be a major source of

innovation and benefit to cable consumers. At the most basic
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level, the cable converter has extended the life of older TV

receivers, permitting even the most rUdimentary click-dial set to

receive a vastly expanded number of channels; to enjoy remote

control and remote volume control; to enjoy superior tuning; to

prevent direct pickup interference despite poor receiver

shielding; and to obtain convenient premium upgrades (without the

customer having to make an appointment) and impulse pay-per-view

ordering capabilities. Converters are now available with

sophisticated "menu" features, enabling customers to display

menus of available programs, and electronic messaging.

Actual consumer demand for converters confirms the real

desire of customers to use cable converters to extend the life of

TV receivers. Even in systems which do not employ scrambling,

many of continental's customers request converters for their

older TV receivers. The reality is that the older set is

migrating to the bedroom or den, and the converter keeps it

useful and capable of receiving the latest in TV channels and

functionalities. Major consumer benefits would be lost under any

scheme which allowed all new functionalities to be built in TV

receivers and prohibited them being available in cable

converters. Yet that world of planned obsolescence is precisely

what the equipment manufacturers are advocating.
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III. ACTUAL SURVEY DATA DEMONSTRATES THAT FEW
SUBSCRIBERS ARE ACTUALLY DISADVANTAGED BY
SCRAMBLING. FAR MORE ARE CONFUSED BY
CONSUMER ELECTRONICS

Congress has solicited a Commission report balancing the

benefits of scrambling versus an assumed loss of TV Receiver

functionalities. In fashioning its recommendations, the

commission must account for the fact that relatively few of the

problems colloquially attributed to cable are actually caused by

the cable converterjdescrambler. As a result, some relatively

prosaic solutions are available, which need not render obsolete

the entire embedded base of TV receivers, nor destroy the

security infrastructure for cable programming services.

Continental commissioned Walker Research of Indianapolis,

Indiana, to survey the extent of and source of problems

encountered by a random sample of Continental's 2.9 million

customers. See Attachment 3. These customers are using more

than 4 million converters and converterjdescramblers.

A sample of 571 customers was asked specifically about

problems encountered in taping one program while watching

another, time-delayed recording, and advanced picture in picture

features.

While 17% of our customers reported some type of problem

while trying to watch one program and record another, the cause

of such problems are five times more likely to be the result of

the way the consumer's equipment is hooked up and operated than

due to scrambling. We could identify only 10 customers out of a
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sample of 571 where scrambling is possibly the cause of a problem

watching one program while recording another. 1

About 5% of our customers have some kind of problem with

time delayed recording. However, we could identify none due to

scrambling. Consumers themselves told us that their problems

were due to their inability to correctly program their VCR's

timer (either the timers were difficult to program or the

consumer didn't know how to do it). "It's just me not doing the

VCR right" and "I just don't know how to do it" were typical

verbatim responses.

Only 6.7% of our customers have a TV with picture-in-picture

features and only six customers had any problems with this

feature. Of these six reported problems, three are definitely

not caused by scrambling. The other three problems may be caused

by scrambling, but could also be due to other factors. 2

Continental believes this survey is representative of the

industry as a whole, based upon our underlying demographics. If

the Commission has any doubt as to its validity, we strongly urge

lEven in these 10 cases, scrambling cannot be blamed with
certainty since some customers reported problems with
"scrambling" on cable systems that employ no scrambling. Some
customers also reported problems due to "scrambling" for
scrambled services which the customer does not receive (to our
knowledge) .

2We asked these three customers to identify which channels
they had problems with to ascertain if those channels were in
fact scrambled, and none of the customers could associate the
problem with any particular channel. While this makes it less
likely that scrambling is indeed the cause of the problem, it
does not rule it out entirely.
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it to conduct its own survey to verify the relatively small

number of customers adversely affected by scrambling.

By this data, we do not seek to trivialize the problems

customers encounter which are genuinely a product of scrambling.

But the Commission must beware of accepting "folk wisdom" that

assigns virtually every problem with consumer electronics to the

cable industry, merely because customers first call cable for

help with such problems (up to 40% of our service calls are for

"customer education" and a large portion are directly caused by

improper VCR hookup or operation); or because it is politically

correct to saddle cable with blame. The Commission must also be

cautious in not imposing massive disruption and costs on the

overwhelming majority of customers who encounter no problems,

merely to benefit the fractional percentage of customers who do.

IV. CONSUMER ELECTRONICS MANUFACTURERS HAVE
OFFERED A RECIPE FOR PLANNED OBSOLESCENCE
OF RECEIVERS AND VCRS TO THE BENEFIT OF
FOREIGN MANUFACTURERS

EIA and the manufacturers of consumer electronics have

offered a recipe for planned obsolescence of TV receivers, to the

major benefit of foreign manufacturers and with the evisceration

of security essential to protect the availability of programming

which cable (and TV receiver) customers are trying to obtain.

As explained above, broadband descrambling relies on an old

sync suppression scheme which pirate boxes have already defeated.

Interdiction imposes massive costs and relies on "in the clear"

transmission peCUliarly susceptible to theft. Universal, uniform



10

scrambling schemes present an irresistible target to organized

piracy and would be virtually impossible to upgrade. Moreover,

unless every customer were required to invest in new TV

receivers, cable systems would be required to transmit duplicate

signals under two different sets of scrambling codes or lose

customers. That alone suggests a recipe for manufacturers to

enrich themselves by rendering existing receivers obsolete and

requiring massive new purchases.

That recipe is exactly what the consumer electronics

manufacturers have submitted in their prescription for reform.

The pattern is evident in EIA's prescription for "cable ready"

labelling. In essence, EIA suggests that if manufacturers

themselves avoid using those words, regardless of ongoing heavy

promotion by retail salesmen and display ads of "cable ready"

TV's (Attachment 4), then all functionalities of TV receivers

should be deregulated. The equipment manufacturers make no

commitment to providing the very functionalities they insist are

crucial and for which they insist the cable industry must

reengineer its plant. For example, only 2 of Mitsubishi's 5

VCR's have "Quickview" or "Channel labels". Sony makes picture

in-picture available only in a small fraction of its product

line, and then only through several non compatible methods of

generating PIP.

It would be a different question if the manufacturers

committed to make every TV receiver generate PIP using an

identical method. But the manufacturers eschew any
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responsibility for delivering functionalities, while demanding

that cable's entire distribution architecture be reengineered to

meet any feature of any TV receiver even if it is produced by one

manufacturer for one set in one model year. The consumer

electronics manufacturers don't follow their own standards and do

not want the Commission to require them to do so. The

manufacturers will not commit to building the very

functionalities and specifications to which they wish the cable

industry to be held. (See EIA at 8 and Mitsubishi at 6.)

Sony presents a similarly lopsided request that the

Commission freeze and regulate all cable converter IR codes--but

not the IR codes of any TV receivers--so that cable operators

could not keep up with receiver manufacturers. They would

require Sony's remote controls to operate cable boxes but not

assure that Zenith or Scientific Atlanta remote controls also

operate Sony equipment. That is a formula for mandating consumer

purchases from oligopolistic foreign manufacturers.

In a world of reason, one would not expect a recommendation

to Congress that foreign manufacturers be given a codified trade

advantage, and the US manufacturers be disabled from competing.

Indeed, it would be a rational consumer protection and trade

policy to assure compatibility by limiting TV receivers to the

display function only, like a computer monitor, and by placing

all functionalities into external or replaceable pullout

components. That would create a market for US converters and a

consumer electronics world in which TV sets could be as easily
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and cheaply upgraded as are audio and computer systems are today,

that is, by upgrading one component without throwing away the

whole set to upgrade existing functionalities. Most of the

manufacturers have advanced a reciprocally extreme solution which

would demote cable to dumb (and easily pirated) transport.

continental has refrained from advocating that TV receivers be

limited to dumb terminals, because there are more reasoned,

balanced solutions which will permit both industries to serve the

emerging needs of their mutual customers without destroying the

ability of either industry to innovate.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS

The most sensible solution to "compatibility" is to preserve

the flexibility to allow upgradeable conditional access and to

move towards transactional services, while providing optional

equipment which will allow those few consumers who utilize

advanced television/VCR features to do so without imposing a cost

burden on the less affluent customers who do not. The solution

is this:

1. The Commission should prohibit the sale of products as

"cable ready", "cable compatible", or useful for receiving cable

channels unless the products meet the specific tuning and upgrade

capabilities suggested by NCTA and incorporate EIA563 (or an

upgraded EIA563.X Standard). If consumers purchase an EIA563.X

receiver, the cable industry will provide a back of set

descrambler which we expect to be available in volume from

Scientific Atlantic and other manufacturers at a lower cost that
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the cost of an integrated converter/descrambler. This will allow

consumers to make the choice of "buying" the

conversion/compatibility functionality rather than renting it,

while assuring cable the opportunity to customize and upgrade

security as needed.

2. Consumer electronics manufacturers and vendors should be

required to educate their customers, through customer service

telephone numbers, written notices, and other techniques already

employed by the cable industry, on the proper installation

configuration of home electronics, so that consumers do not

inadvertently disable their own functionalities through improper

installation. This will complement the ongoing consumer

education efforts of the cable industry, which already account

for as much as 40% of continental's service calls.

3. Because most people will not quickly replace all of

their TV receivers (the average set is kept for 7 years as a

primary set and then retained another 7-8 years in a secondary

location), cable operators will continue to offer converters and

converter/descramblers. This will avoid the massive consumer

costs of planned obsolescence and permit cable to innovate on the

functions offered through converters.

4. Because some customers have purchased high-end TV's with

picture-in-picture features but without EIA563, cable operators

will offer optional premium equipment, including dual output

converters (with two descramblers); smart remotes; and time

switches. This will assign the costs of such highend features to
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those customers who wish to use them, rather than forcing the

less affluent customers to subsidize the premium choices of a

few.

5. Because underlying much of this "compatibility" problem

is theft of service, the Commission should include in its report

specific findings and recommendations concerning the scope of

piracy, and explain that it is not a victimless crime, so that

courts around the nation will be encouraged to utilize existing

anti-piracy laws to the maximum extent.

6. Such a solution will accommodate consumer,

manufacturing, and cable industry needs while assigning

incremental costs to the self-selected households with the

relatively rare need for the functionalities at issue. It would

also avoid forcingcable withtheav(the)Tj
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Scrambling is the most effective weapon against theft
of cable service.
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Through improper channels
"We got 140 responses," said

John LanUrande, security nruanager
for Continental Cablevision. "We
never imagined that. The only way
to see the fight [without paying for
it] was to pirate everything. We ex
pected 30 to 50 replies. We had to
order more T-shirts."

The sting was devised after Con
tinental estimated it was losing $6
million to $7 million in revenue each
year across its viewing area, which
encompasses 33 towns in western
Massachusetts and northern Con
necticut.

"The cost of piracy is a $3 billion
problem across the nation," noted
Lamirande. "Over the years we saw
a decrease in paying units so last
year we launched a program to catch
the pirates."

More than 700 pirates have been
caught through technical means.
"We don't peek into windows," ex
plained Lamirande. Using comput
ers and trocks which can detect sig
nal leakage, the company has been
successful in tracking down folks
who install their own "black box" to
unscramble the cable company's sig
nal.

In addition, some people have
been turned in by legitimate sub
scribers when they bragged about

Cable piratestake
bait, get snagged

By Jean Caldwell
SPECIAL TO THE GLOBE

SPRINGFIELD - The television
offer was too good to pass up: a free
T-shirt worth $18.

But the 140 people who snapped
up Continental Cablevision's offer
while watching a heavyweight cham
pionship boxing match are learning
there is no such thing as a free lunch
- or a free T-shirt.

The shirt, sent by certified mail
with a return receipt to the sender,
may end up costing the cable view
ers $2,000 and an appearance in fed
eral court.

The offer was a sophisticated
sting by the cable company to catch
people pirating cable TV shows.
Continental made the T-shirt offer
during the Evander Holyfield-Rid.
dick Bowe fight held in Las Vegas
Nov. 13 and broadcast through the
cable service.

Through technical means the
company will not disclose,only view
ers who were pirating cable saw the
offer. Legitimate subscribers who
shelled out $34.95 to watch the fight
saw something else during the T.
shirt spots.

CABLE, pae;.<e 67
GlOBE STAfF PHOTO

Geoffrey Little shows off "free" T-shirt used to lure cable thlers.
-~-------------'-\~ I

Finn's T-shirt scam pays off
• CABLE getting for free what others were
Continued from Page 61 shelling out more than $65 a month

to receive.
To avoid charges of deceptive ad

vertising, Lamirande says Continen
tal sent out the T-shirts. A few peo
ple got suspicious when they saw
they had to sign a return receipt,
and refused the "gift." Their names
have been put aside for future inves
tigation.

Those who accepted the shirts I
are now getting letters asking for up
to $2,000 in damages for stealing the
company's services.

Lamir.mde says those who coop
erate by telling where they got their
black boxes, or who installed them,
will be asked to pay a fine ranging
from $500 to $1,500 and become le
gitimate subscribers.

"Some people admit they were
receiving service illegally and are
willing to cooperate," he said. "Oth
ers danced around and gave excuses
such as 'I wasn't home' or they don't
know who put in the black box."

Lamirande jlaid the company will
not seek complaints against those
who cooperate, but will pursue crimi.
nal action in federal court against
those who do not.

Lamirande was reticent to dis· I
cuss details of the sting because I
"Everytime we invent a new mouse· I

trap, someone is out there to defeat
it. I hope maybe this gives someone
second thoughts."
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Pir.cy perva"v.
In the suit. tiled in U.S. DJs.

lrict Court for BalUlllore. HDO
cl.1lms lna area bAl'S !)trnlcd
IL'\ bl'oadCl!.Slt o{ the l'ec'ent Ro'
~Ul' Rud'luc1\. vs. )..ennox L~\\1S

prize !Ight. whJCh wns alree
Halloween night oJon~ \\;tb the
Moldrick Taylor vs. Crisanto
F.spana fight ,

C.:&hle ~ecl.lriLy officiAl. wilh
HBO. ll. subsidiArY of 'rime
Warner EIlLortninmcnL Co.
L.P.. did not relUl'n elLlls seek.,
ing comment.

Accordln.e: to indusl~' dij,
cl41•• p1rMlng nl\ti~ln\\'ul"

\:olilo cable compnnks alld
j1rOKr~mll\t!r!C ILll e:nll"41~,*

~4.7 billilln n ,V~·lIr. jo'f1t11. ~ III
<.lecoders !olct uy nlnnlltl1~'t"...
Cl~ t!nd up beinll' used III pll'nle

sl~,"n.Lbi.

.. f'lrl1C"~' j" I~ Pl"I,\'l\:\ 1\'(' , ~'~

lI·~lUt."!y IlL!'!,:'e prublem (IIr 111('

C,l1Jh: l~lC\'t:,lLllllllllulil1'Y, , ~n~'s
,Jim AII~·n. whu \l'IU'X::' s.i\-'ll:lt

lheft issues for the Nlltllllllll
CAble 'l'alcvt¥ioll J\K~uc·ialit)l\.

It~1\C1 ing \0 lllL' hhH rl'\"
enue. Cl1bl~ llrogrnllllllt'rs lin'
!wlIliill!-r inv(.'litlgall)l':1 1:l1tll bnrll

.~,." lI1i,Ll 1"'1'" J{i

owner. who asked noL Lo bo
nnmed beCAuse of th~ pending
laWSUIt.

NatIonal crackdown
The locallegl11 dispu~c is

pa.rt of 11 DlUionBJ crac~·down

by ilBO. wltte.1t restrlcl.:s Hoi
sporis And movie progrl\m·
lIIing to 1'81lId.ntl.a.l uble &uGo
ecrlbcJ'3,

~Our :>t;rvi~c i:i
home viewin
?ellcosolldo,' lJartner in the
Ba.IUmore firm Fall'banks,
a.uJL "nd ?clJCOlulldo. NGtlelI~

hoiol rooms Ale the only 0:<'
ception...

·W~ subscribe throu'fb our
satelliLe system. Ours i:s Jc~\J,"

counte1'9 Chris Amm.o, OU1Nlf

el' t)( BIl.I1:s - TIle All AJu.r;.
caaa Spllrti Sw' aowntown.

Dill &Ill'. OWl1er o{ nAlIIlY':!

~ell\lr Hou~e.. SAylS Ill: buu!-:h~ a
disll nod decoder {rom IL 'l'ulsu,
Okla.. compAny 10 ycn~ ago
10 receive tbe cabl~ sIgnaL

"It'. kind ot contusing rcnl
ly. R SAf)P Aft.rs or ll.\e W'r~
mUll I wilh SUl'er.a~l· t":lIUII~C:

[lun, 4 Tulsa.. Oklu. company
thlLt bills him nmnlhly fill' Iti~

Ca1)ta SetVlCe.

·We had to Ouy a dC~dcr.

TIIlLl':s IC~"ll.I," ;iill.y,l Sapp. who



HBO
C4lUinlltcl (rOIIl paf/f f,1

acto., the country to dDCUmellt aUeged
piracy. ,.

Dunng the StnDtey'Cup !lockey piny
oUa la9t year. Sport:! Cha.nnel Chicago
InvosU'''lOl'a v.8lt~d more than 900
bW'a. 'l'lh1Y e\'elltually Wed julL ugalll:d
G8 lhat were AUegec:l1y piraUn, broad
cas\! o( the Blaclt H4w1C& ~cs.

Most oltha Chieago bars are setlllnlt
oui <lC (;Our!. Another a4 bars reucbcC1
DII'eemen1li with the cable programmer
belarc tluu suit was lilod, Illys Rob AJj

Wile., iQCUl'lty dircc~T for C4hlevision
SysteJns Corp•• wtuch own. me cntca.go
st&tlOIl.

The plrney alleRatians 1n 1110\t cnse
IlI'D similAr to tl\e suiL Wed In BlllUmorl
by 1160.

Local Bara named
~Any commerciAl estAblJahmcnt 4ir-

inc ..a. HBO even' Lli dulng ao wUhout
&lllborny,· says f'escosoUC1D, wbClse
putner Joseph M. F&.lrbanb filed the
suit. Falrb&nks wu not available (or
eomment.

In Addition to The American Sports
B4J' and Danny's Belair House. the pro
g,&mmer filed suit &gl'inlt local
nightsllota The Purple Goo•• SAloon,
Clayton's Bw- and GrilllUld Pebble5-

Accordlnir to HSO. 11s saleULL~ $lgJu~1

is lypica.lly scran,blod Lo keep 1L trom
belDl' lnlercepted. 1.0<:#1 ed>lc s)'stcm~

cu unseramblo the signnl. and then re
tl'ansrnil it 10 HBO customer••

'fa pirlLlc tha brondcAst. a cammer·
clO\J cslAblJahment would have 10 un
scrambla tbe IlglIW bfter pickieg II up
from a sa1eUite teed to locaJ c:abJe nel
work.\. the .ui~ nlle~d.

Tho si;n1lJ Ailla could be in tore.pled
Crom the local cabJe nelworlc teed. In
some ClUiCS. thal could be 1\3 easy as
plUiiing in a ~oll...ertcr thal h4d been
llIl\aI1ed (ur c rellid.ontlal CUG~mer. tho
suU .IlYli. WSR


